‘Famous Literary Clubs; Their Leading Spirits Past and Present

¢ Atmospheres Sedate, Bohemian and Romantic Mark
Gathering Places That Are Filled With An.-
ecdotal Interest of Great Writers

L4

By ARTHUR B. MAURICE,
TII[-: oolor and anecdotal interest

of ¢lub lfe alwaye has bheen ns-

rocinted more with men
who have earned or tried to earn thelr
lvings by the pen than with those of |
any other profession. The archmologist
may teace the club idea back to the
roots of history and find quotations
from Cleero on the gubject of his clubs,
but the direct progenitor of the club
a8 we understand it to-duy was the
eighteenth century gathering in a tav-
ern of London's Flect street with Dr.
Samuel Johnson dogmatically storme-
ing, Boswell patiently lstening and
taking copious notes of the great
man's talk, and (Alver Golamith sup-
ping on borrowed money. There were
plenty of other clubs in the London of
that day, for example, the Mohoetks,
who organized for the purpose of car-

Ll

rying out with greater efMiciency thelr | fricze

inflicting sundry outrages on the per-
ablding citizens, and the
Blasphemors, who went even further
than the Mohocks In that their attacks
were directed agninst the Deity: Dhut
what beld the club idea together and
insurcd the perpetuation of the club
spirit was the kind of fellowship found
at the meetings in the Cheshire
Choese, where the talk was of the lat-
vat play or book or paper in the Spre-
tator, or the high cost of living in
Grub strect, or the comparative ra-
pacity of the publishers in Pater-
noster Ilow,

sons of luw

Famous French Literary Clrele.

The first of all French Hterary clubs,
to '."h.'lrn(‘torl"zﬂ it as {te detructors huve

famous if informal of literary
| came to an end.

| hemian flavor of the circla of the
| Tmpnsse

The Athenmum dates from 1824, and
the present club house has been little
changed since It was erected. in 1530,
The founder of the club was John
Wilson Croker, Secretnry of the Ad-
miralty, editor of Boswell's “Johnson,"
and generally
savory
“Vanity
Thackerny
for when the Athenmum was in pro-
cess of formation and tha house, on

andlord with Hitle sympathy for the
iternry onlling gave his plcturesque
enants notive and one of the most
clubs

The
In

of London,
to the BHo-

Athenmeum
striking contrast
du Doyenné has Lecon the

Athenmum of London, long the most
wlebrated of England’'s literary clubs,

nccepted as the wn-
Mr. Wenham of Thackeray's

Falr." Other men  than
evidently disliked Croker,

what was then the courtyard of lhn:
fumous Carlton House, belng planned,
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| Croker, against all opposition, forced
on

the organization

under  the

the sculptured
balcony that was |

Abbey, Henry White, John 8 Sargent
and Drander Matthewns,

It has never been fjulte settled Just
how Thackeray became a member of
the Athenmum, There I no shadow
of doubt about an epleode In the his-
tory of the Garrick Club In which he
was the most conspleuous Agure. The
row Involving Thackerny, Edmund
Yates and Dickens is the most famous
of all terary club rowe, Thackeray's
heart was more with the Garriek than
with the sedate and statelier Athe-
nieum. In time he came to regard the
former c¢lub with a kind of proprietory
affection. Yatesa wns a new member
and a young man. It was in the Gar-
rick that he formed Thackeray's ac-
quaintance. To a London paper he
centributed a personal sketch of the
great novelist that was not entirely
flattering. Thackeray, forgetting how

in his own younger days he hnd
lompooned Bulwer-Lytton and others, |
called for Yates's expulsion from tlw|
club, Dickens came forward warmly |
In support of the offending journaliat,
an actlon that Thackeray bitterly re.
sented, I am not hitting at lhnll'
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always characterizged it, I8 the Acad-
emie Frangaise. The academy had |
been n club In the sense that to he-i
comoe nn Immortal, or as one cynic;
phrasged i1, to be “one of the forty
geese that guard the Capitel,” not
only high talent has been necessary,
but also strict soclal respectability, not
only of deportment, but also of work.
When the Academy persistently re-
fured Zola, It was in much the ﬁ:mlel

splric thnt the Century of New ‘f..n.;l

probably would have blackballed Ed-
gar Allan PPoe had the name of the
author of "The Haven" come up for
clection some time in the ecighteen
forties, In nelther cuxe wWus the gen-
lug to be denled, but Zoln would have
been out of place weuring the green
coat with the palm leaves and 1'oe
never woull have fitted in the 'cAom
pany of the Centurions. Ny more
typical and romantle French lterary
clrele ever exlsted than the one that,
in the early half of the last century
wios= In the habit of meeting in rooms
in the Impasse du Doyenné, a bit of
Middle Age Parls that wos later swept
awny, but which once flourlshed b
tween the Rue de voll and the Selne,
on ground that |s now occupled by the
Place du Carrousel,

Gautler the Leading Spirie.

The leading =pirit of thiat clrcle was |

Gautler, who s
for the flaming crimson
he wore when  Vietor
Huga's “Hernanl” caused Parls 0 be
divided TWah  Camps, for the
) writing of “Madamolsells de Maupin
nnd Fraovasse.* Guutler's
lieutenants were Camille Hagier nnd

Theophile Ay famous
10 posterity
walstiqadaty

inta ('L}

Gerard de  Nerval, who transiated
Goothe's “Faust” into  French
who met a tragle and
denth, being found one morning hang-
ing to & lamppest in the Bireet of the
Old fantern. In tUmo the cirele was
incronsed by thoe aeguisition of some
of the greawest writing men and
Artists The clhder Alexundre Dumaoas
was i the habit of rushing In and
out agaln, for the rooms of tie
clreld e wog vory lkely to find Ma-
quet, with whom he was collaborating
on "The Count of Monte Cristo,
Gavirnl was there planning portrayuls
of new Farisian types, and Delacrolx,
seoking relaxatlon after loug hours of
fomposition on & battle canvis. Arsens
Houssuye helonged to the cleole and
left a poem culled "Lt Boheme (e
Doyenne,” There wan a perlind when
Houssaye, Gautler, Gerard de Nerval
and legler were to be found In the
quariers from dawn to dawn IZven
after the hardedt night they rose very
enrly In the moriing und began work
CHutior piinted or drew
fore e begnn o write, but his ssrious
tanl was the composition of “Mademos
selle de  Maoupin,” the masterplece,
which Incidentally wus sventually sold
for §300. Regler wias Hustrating the
Taler of HofMmann.” and Houssaye
writing “La Pecheresse.” Finally the
clreln wtaged & ball that was suocess.
fil and so noisy thut w hard hearted

In

mlwiiys LT

and |
mysterious |

SAVAGE CLUB MENUS

elub, The opposing members wanted
an leehouse instead, and there w
quatraln running:

I'm John Wilson Croker,
1 do as I please,

They ask for an lcehouse,
I'll glve "em & Friese,

Among the original literary mem-
bers of the Athensum at the time of
Its foundation In 1824 were Sir Walter
Scolt and Thomns Moore. Than came
the days of the great Victorians,

Thackeray was one of the most active | gf the dramatle profession and
members  desplte the widely r'[ﬁr-u-I
+ lated story to the effect that at the | ing

time of his first candidacy he was
blackbulled on the ground that he
might portray members of the olub in
suhsequent novels, and was finaliy ad-
mitted by the rule calling for the
annuil selection of nine men of “dis-
tinguished eminence.” To all practical
purposes g bachelor during the last
twenty-five years of his life, "Jhacle-

A8 A | nove
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plaasure of beating up the watch and | done by John Henning and celebrated | voung man,” he sald, “I am hitting
| by Ruskin, who was o member of the

at the man behind him."

The estrangement between the two
lists lusted almost to the day of
Thackeray's death,

The Garrick Club was formed in

| 1831, meven years after the Atheneum, A

Its orlginal home had been the house | Rlder
{of Willlam Lewis, the comedian, and | Egerton Castle,
| later Probatt's Famlily

Hotel. The
present clubhouse, now hetween fifty
and sixty years old, Is near Covent
Garden. Like the Playvers of New
York, the Garrick was founded
the object of bringing together men
men
of the alliod arts of lterature, paint-
sculpture and music. Besldes
Thackeray, who found in the club
models for such of his characters as
F. Bayham of “The Newcomes.” who
was, supposed tn he John Forster
nuthor of *The Life of IDMckens.,” and
Foker, of “Pendennis.” who wans
disputably Andrew Archdekne, an ec-
contric comediang, who invariibly nd-
dressed his portraver as “"Thack, me

l
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HOUSE IN WHICH THE AUTHORS CLUB WAS ORGANIZED
NO. 103 EAST 15TH STREET

George Augusta Sala, the greatest, horitance of Emerson, Longfollow and

writer of hack special articles in the
history of English’ journalism; "lanche
and  Andrew  Halllday. From the
White Hart the SBavagea migrated. to
other taverns until finally the present
clubhouse was acquired, to answer to
the nume of the “wigwam.”
R. L. 8.'a London Home.
\

A certain similarity of names sug-
mests after the Savage the Baville: the
Saville wans Hobert Louls Stevenson's
club, To It ‘he was proposed by Sir
Elidney Colvin, elected in June, 1874,
and thereafter the club became his
home In London. To him the Baville
Club was more Important than the
city. The organization, which takes
e name from the original clubhouse
in Baville street, is now at 107 Pieca-

diliy, a house overlpoking the Green’

Fark. Among lHterary members later
than Stevenson's time may be mon-
tloned Thomas Hardy, Edmund Gossoe,
Muurice Howlstt, Rudvard Kipling,
Haggurd, Tan Maclaren and

Carrying on with rare success the
old vagabond traditten of meeting In
public taverns Is the Whitefriars,
which dates from the '60s. 1L be-
gan in Radley's Hotel, Blackfriars,
migrated o the Mitre Tavern in Fleel
street, and for more than thirty years
har been holding most of Its weekly
gatherings in  Anderton’s Hotel in
Fleet street, where the present writer
has more than once been fortunste
cnough to share in the talk and the
materinl good cheer. Thers too the
present writer learned the danger that
lurks in trying to tell an American
stcry to an English audience. For the
purpogs of comparing Eoglish and
Americiun literary clubs in the matter

Fuy when In London flitted from one | Loy," Inviting him to take a pint of | of expense in membership, the writer

THE READING ROOM OF THE GROLIER

of his clubs to another, and gome of
his most Lrilliant pages wora penned
In the writing room of the Athenwum,
At a tabls In this writing room
Dickens, another member, wiote his
last lotter to one of his sons who dld
not recelve It until after his father's
douth Robert Browning, Tennyson,
Darwin, Anthony Trollope, Matthew
Arnold, Macauluy and Carlyvle were
sume of the great Hlorary names
j associnted  with  the  mid-Vietorian
of the present day who are careving
on the writing trudition In the vgsl-
are such men us Rudynrd Kipling, Sir
James Rarrie, Maur Hoewlett, Sir
Arthur Conun Doyle, Anthony 1lope
Huwkine and Sir Gillbert  Parker;
while among the Americans who have
beon elweted to membership have heen

W, W. Story, Henry Jumes, Edwin A

Athenwum: and among the suoccessors |

| “Foker's Special” censplonous Hterary
| men of the Garrick in the last century

were, in addition to Dickens and |
| Forster, already mentioned, Le'gh
Hunt, Charles Reade, Bir Edward

Bulwer-Lytton, Anthony Trollope and | govege

Wilkle Collins,

T ;| Whitetriars, ... 1 guines  dinners individuslly
A London literary club not lkely | Matubirs pay for
sOOn o be forgotien by the American | New Vagabonds 1 ilues dlnners individually
viditor who has heen privileged to en- | I‘;."_","l it ;::ﬁ::_; ’:::f"‘::
* T 3 il ' - L
Joy s hospltallty s the Savage, which | Author 4 wulneas e
oks down upen the Thames from | Lroeum 1 gulnoe Land 2
Aitelphl terrace, that aqurint, short : The dues of clubs like the Boz
sivect whore Garlok lived when there  Omar Khuyyam, &0, #re meroly

| was a aptorious “thieves' kitchen" in
the nelghborbood, and where Ceorge

the ety of his own and other lands. | bership of geveral thousand. {8 alimost
The Bavage Club was formed In the | international In scops and s often
L0r In the White Ilart Tavern In|spoken of as the “greatest woman's

a few years ago compiled the follow-

| lng list ot the London clubs;

Entrance fre, Anniasl doss.
Athvnmum. . ¥ guineas & guineds |
| arrick o guinean 10 guineas |
Eaville. .. 10 gulneas § gulneas
b gulunas b gulrona

| - Members pay fur

nominil.

Catherine street, Strand, and smong | elub In the world.”

Leranrd Shaw still continues to add to
| the eurly members were the Broughs

The dignity of the Hub,

|“the Tiger' 1N

Holmes, names that Mark Twain once
found to his consterpation and mortl-
fiecntion were not to be bandied about
lightly, and the splendor of the sacred
ead, are maintalned delightfully in
the cluh houss of the Somerset, lnok-
ing down upon the Common from
Bsacon street, There gruve and cour-
tecus gentlemen discuss the interde-
pendence of Harvard and Boston, and
in awed whispers talk of the wmesal-
lianee made by the girl descended from
progenitors of Harvard aMliations
who has elected to change lier name
for the name of one who 18 In all
woya 1o be admired except that he
heppens to be a “Yale man” or a
“Princeton man.” But more strietly
a literary club than the Bomerset s
the St Botolph, which was established
In 1880 “for the promotion of social
Intercourse among authors, artists and
other gentlemen connected with or
Interested in literature and art” and
which hnd for lts first preaident Fran-
cls Parkman, the historian. The name
of the club s derlved from the fact
that the name of the city In Lincoln-
shire, which Is name parent to the
cily in Massachuselts, Is a contraction
of “Botolph town.” For that reason
tl ¢ ¢lub song of the 8t. Botolph, which
is al'vays2 sung at the Twelfth Night
revels, runs as follows:

Hatolph flourished In

tme,

In the «aye when the maints wers In
thelr prime,

Oh, bim feet were bare and bruined and

Salnt the olden

wold,

Bit h!s heart wan warm and a» pur as
gold

And tha kind old saint with his gown
and hood

Waa loved Uy the sinners and loved by
the good,

T or he mads tha sinnsrs A8 purs s SNOW,
And the gond men needed him 1o keep

them #o
Chorua,
Then drink, brave gentlemen, drink
with me
Ta the Lincalnshire =aint by the ol®
North Sea
A glass and a toast and a song Aed &
rhyma
Tao the barefooted saint of the olden t!ma

It was in the rooms of the Authors
Club of New York, then as now in the
Carnegle Bullding at Seventh avenue
and Fifty-sixth street, that took place
mitny years ago the following tilt be-
tween Hudyard Kipling and the late
Frank R Stockton, Aflter some pre-
Lininary conversation Mr. Stockton
sald:

“By the way, Kipling, I'm thinking
of going over to Indla some day my-
self."

“So0, so, my dear fellow,” sald Mr.
Kipling with a suspicious warmth of
vordiality. '"Come g5 sS00n &8 aVer you
can. And by the way, dn you know
what we will do with you when we get
vou out there away from your friends
and family? Well, the first thing will
bi to lure you out into the jungle and
have ynu seized and bound by our
trusty wallahs, Then we'll lay you on
your hack and have ons of the very
Llkgest elephants stand over you and
polse his ample forefoot directly over
yvour head., Then I'll say In my most
insinuating tones, ‘Come, now, Stock-
ton, which was it—the Lady or the
Tiger” What would you do then?"

“Oh, very well, That's easy enough.
I should tell you & De.”

“Thanks awfully, That's just as
good as the truth, now that you've
told me It is to be & lie, If you say
linow that it was the
and If vou say ‘the Lady' 1'0
Good! ™

Dates From 1883,

Lady;
know it was the Tiger,

Cloh

The Authors Club dates from the
nutumn of 1882 It was fgunded In
the library of a quaint house Lhat is
utill to be seen through a garden from
the sidewnlk of Fifteenth street, just
to the east of Union Square. Its or-
ganjzers were Richard Watson Gllder,
civie reformer and Century eoditor;
Noah Brooks, Edward Eggloston,
Brander Matthews, Edmund Clarence

The Lyceum, a feminine or-
gunization with n great house in tho
heart of Plecadilly and a London mem-

the In-

Htedman, Laurence Hutton and Charles
de Kay, In addition to these men the
first membership roll Included Hanry
'M Alden, H. H. Boyeson, George Will-
inm Curtls, George Cary Eggleston,
y Luwmnee  Godkin, Parke Godwin,
Bronsen Howard, Charlton T. Lewis
J. M. Libbey, Hamiltun W. Mahle and
Itlchard Graut White, The flrst meet-
ing place was a restaurant In La-
fayette place.

The cherished night to the members
nf the Authors Is Watch Night, when
they gather In the club rooms to sem

Fellowship Flourishing in London and Paris Finds
Counterpart in Organizations of New York,
Boston and Other American Centres

the old year out. At the stroke of
taldnight the lights are turned down
and all join In alnging “Auld Lang
Syne.” Then up go the lghts and the
tune changes to "For he's a jolly good
fellow.” Since the organization of the
¢lub there his been In addition to the
repular membership, which numbers
more than two hundred, some thirty
writers, Incloding o woman, Harriet
Beecher Btowe, on whom honorary
membership hnos been conferred. The
present roil of honorary members in-
cludes such distinguished forelgn nu-
thors ns Lord Bryce, John DMorley,
‘Thomas Hardy, Jean Julee Jusserand,
Austin Dobson and Maurice Maeter-
lHnek, It wns in the spring of 18056
tbat the nmame of J. M, M. van der
Poorten Behwartz—that having been
the real name of the distinguished
Dutelh  novellst widely known as
“Maurten Maartona—came up for
election. There were gusps of amaze-
ment. The late "BllI" Nye offered the
suggestion that the membership com-
mittes net on the first half of the name
tt onee, but hold over the lnst half
untll the autumn, when the weather
wiinld be cool,

Bygone Clubs and GOthers.

Back almost to the age of DMedrich
Knlckerbocker goes the record of the
Isterary clubs of Manhattan, There
was one such organization which met
in A room known as the Literary Den
rack of a little publishing house far |
down town. Among Its members were
Willlam Cullen Bryant, James K.
Paulding, Col. Willlam L., Stone, Chan-
cellor Kent, Fitz-Greene Halleck, G. C,

sonlors, while among the representa-
tives of the younger men are Winsaton
Churchill, Jesse Lynch Willlams,
George MceCutcheon, Irving Bohiller,
Edwin Lefevre, Arthur Train and Rob-
erl W. Chambers,

The Fayers,

A the Centug Is often compared
with the Athenmum of London, so the
Players 18 frequently referred to As
the Garrick of New York, and in eah
case it I8 the younger organization
which I8 rather the richer In active
writing men. ¥or example, of the men
just mentioned as belonging to the
Century, Dr. Van Dyke, Brander Mat-
thews, Dr, Williams, Mr, Bacheller, Mr.
Churchill and Mr. MeCutcheon also are
members of the Players. In addition
the moembership of the club facing
Gramerey Park and preserving so
beautifully the memory of its founder,
Edwin Booth, inciudes Booth Tarking-
ton, Owen Johnson, Rex Beach, Gelett
Burgess, Ellls Parker Butler, Thomas
Dixon, Oliyer Herford, Will and Wal-
lnce Irwin, Samuel Merwin, Cleveland
MofTett, Will Payne, Krnest FPoole,
Tulinn Btreet, 8tephen Whitman, Stew-
art BEdward White, Irving Bacheller,
Ray Stannard Baker, the “David Gray-
son™ of the Adventures; Harris Dick-
xon, Humlin Garland, Bmerson Hough,
Rupert Hughes, Compton Mackenzle,
Percy Mackaye, Meredith Nicholson,
Brand Whitlock and a score more.

Although the i¥ea of the Players
had long been In Mr, Booth's mind it
wis 1887 before It took concrete form,
In the summer of that year Mr, Booth,
In company with Lawrence Barrett,

—

Bul neither Boston nor Noa
has n monopaoly In the matter of ity
of literary favor und dtmosply rI-
Challenging In spirit the bes: o¢ the

Yotk

older world and the 1wy Amerioan
citles already discunsed ars sy ch .n'
cleties as the Frankiln Tun af Py,

delphia, the Bohemian of San Fran.
clsco, the University of Indinnapols
the Cosmos of Washington. tha L,
Roomers and the CUT Dwillery
Chicago. The Franklin Inn Clyy o
Fhiladelphia was born of & teeting o
ten men In February, 1600 Tieey
men were Franchs Howard Willan

T T
J, Bertram Lippincott, Froler~ tw
Unger, John Luther Long,

Townsend Brady, 8, Dechtur 8y :

Churchill Willlams, Harrlson 8 3.
ris, Willlam J. Nicolls and Linpin.
cott. Durlng the latter years of py
life the late Dr. Welr Mitcholl was g
famlllar presiding Ngurs
Franklin Inn.

A few years ago it would have besy
worth a long journey to Indlsnsnells
simply to have seen the figure of
James Whitcomb Riley st oase {5 1}
University Club there. Although no
by taste o clubman, Itley slways hod
n deep mffection for the Universin
Other writing men whose nsraciathog
with the club goes hick many yeam
are "Booth Tarkington and Meredy
Nicholson. In the old davs Thanks
glving eve at the Unlversity was
known as Tarkington night, the wuthos
of "“The Gentleman From Indiune
usually conducting eclaborute ceromo.
nies in which he was ably wbeited by
George Ade and George Bare Mooyt
eon, No distingaished stranger fol.

atl e
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Verplanck and Mordecal N. Noah,
About the same time Fenimore Cooper
orpanized the Bread and Cheese Club,
which met In the Washington Hotel at
| the corner of Broadway and Chambers
street and took it name from the fact
that candidates wero balloted for by
means of bread and checse. In 1885
a1 argmidxation known as the Column
way launched by graduates of Colums
bla College. Four years later the
Sxetch Club was established, growing
out of an annual called the Talisman,
which had been published by G, C.
Verplanck, Willam Cullen Bryant,
Robert . Eands and later Washington
irving and J. K. Paulding in combina-
tion with some of the younger mem-
bers of the American Academy of Art,
The Column and the Sketch Club were
the direct parents of the €entury As-
moclation, which for longer than any,
other society hMs upheld the American
literary tradition In club form.

The Centary,

It was Thackeray who spoke of the
Contury of New York as “the best and
most comfortable club In the world ™
That was when Its quarters were in|
Clinton place, the old name for Eighth
streel. Founded in the winter of 1847,
with & membership of forty-two, of
whom twenty-five came (rom the
Sketch Club, six from the Column |
and eleven from nelther, the Century
firet made ta home in rooms on
Broadway, between Hroome and Spring
sireets, To Clinton place It went in |
1562, thence to Fifteenth strect, and
finally to its present quarters in Forty-
third street, just west of Fifth five-|
nue. Gulian U Verplanck wias the firat |
president, and was followed In turn
by Bancroft and Bryant, The author
of “Thanatopsis” held the offion from
1568 till his death in 1878, Ho was the |
last strictly literary president, About
the time that Bryant disd a proud Cen-
turinn summed up hie club as follows:

“Without formality or design, it has
become an Institute of mutual en-
lightenment among men knowing the
worth of one another's work, likened
by Bellows, more than half seriously,
10 the French Academy. A sure re-
sult of this communlon s absolute
squality among thoss who shure L.
No true Centurian sver assumes any-
thing, each standing in his real place.
The atmoapheres kills pretenslon and
stifes shams. The pedant or the con-
celted person drifts awny. How can it
be otherwise when In describing some |
acene, or A notad philosopher lustrats
ing some theory, or an wcute states-
man drawing some historical paralisl,
than that the egotisi should drop him-
self and the proser forget to prose?”

Many years later Paul Lelcester
Ford echoed that generil opinion In
his "Blory of an Untold Love.' He

A CORNER +in the PLAYERS LIBRARY .

Laurence Hutton, Willlam Biupham1
and Thomas Balley Aidrich, was o
guest of E. C. Henedict on board the
latter's yucht Onelda. Then the new |
clubh was discussed and the name of |
"The Pluyers” suggested by Mre, Ald- |
rich, In the following yeaur the club
took definite form, and at the moment |
the ringing of bells and the tooting of |
Whistles began rounding the arrvival of |
the vear 1880, Mr. Hooth made over
the clubhouse by deed of gift. |
|

The Groller,

The Groller I the New York club
of the bibliophiles, Named In honor of.
Jean Groller de Servier, Treasurer

General of France and one of the most
brilllant figures In the history of book
making, the club had Its Inception at
an informal meeting ot the house of
Hobert Hoe, Jdr., on the evening of
January 23, 1854, At the meeling were
present Messre, Willlam lLoring An-
drews, Thendore T. Da Vinne, A. W,
Dirake, Albert Gallup, Robert Hoe, Jr,
Brayton Tves, SBamuel W, Murtin, Ed- |
ward 8. Mead and Arthur B, Turnure, |
all keen lovers of books, makers of
books by profession, or makers of |
bonks by taste. Within three months |
the club was Installed In its Nrst Lome |
ut Madison avenue,

Brander Matthews, writing about |
the Groller when the arganlaation wae
voung, held that 1t was unlque, sayiog |
that he could find neither In France |
nor England an organlzation exactly |
equivalent to the New York club. In
London the Burllngton Fine Arts Club,
and in Puris the Soclete den Amis des
Livrea were representative of similar
Interests, but nelther of these societles
ulmed at the double function of unit-
ing book lovers and book makers, and
of gratifying the needs and wishes of
dath classes of [ta members by collect-
Ing and exhibiting the best works of |
the great artlsts of the past and hy |
producing new books serving as types
of the Lewt of modern skill and taste

tnking with him n vivid impress
the warmth of the University (
hospitaHty.

Justly fumed throughour the 1
and In countries bevond the s
'the Bahemionn Cilub of San Frajcis

lowing the professions of lettes
drama or paioting or
likely to leave Indianapoiis

meiiptur

with

It was thepe that Rudyurd
his blatant youth discovervd |
but although he spent two woeis!
am the guest of the viub. the
mians dld not digeovey
the publication of “Amer
made up of the letters he sont |
Allahabad Ploneer.  When
away he wrot
verses In celehration of
HBohemia, which
some time in the club sl
Assnociated with the
of the Bohemian are su 1
Samuel Clemens, Hret 11t
Wurren Stoddard and Henry
the last named then b
perienclng progress and
writing about them.
The Oliver Wendas!
Eiven many years
hemian  Club weore
what are perhiaps the or
occasion ever sent by teles
sire of the “Jinks'
ning telegraphed
club’s affectionate
ting that early
Francisco is midnlght In H
the oversight proved a hin;
cause before the Jinks were ot
the wire brought the roph

some pl
Verses
'
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gred

10

in the ry ng
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Message from San Fro
low !

Asleen In bed an )

While on his pencefl

Hay to the fricuds whe

lnes:

“Silent, unanswering, s
trim,

He muiles in plunibar
oy ™

Beoston, February 28

Introduced the Century under the name
of the Philomathean. According to the
hern, the Fhilomathean was the one
club where charlatanry and dishonests
must fall however it succeedod with
the warld, and where the poorest man
stood on a par with the wealthiest
Among present day anuthors whose
names ara to he found in the book of
the Century are Rudyard Kipling and
Sir Gllbert Parker, Willlam Dean
Howelln, James Lane Allen, Henry Van
Dyke, Brander Matthews and Thomas
Nglson Tuge among the American

|
|
|




